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One Weird Sky ‘What’ 8 It? Plucked | 
From Flying Saucers’ Mythology 


F Identities Visitation Over r 
Shore as Nine Clusters of Balloons Used 


in Navy Neutron Research 
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By MEYER BERGER 


Of the weird things 
streaked, flared, turned, floated 
and tumbled in Eastern seaboard 
skies over the week-end and ves- 
terday, one has been identified and 
removed from flying saucer’ 
mythology 

It was a 
of balloons, 


chain of nine clusters 
three to a cluster and 
each balloon measuring twelve 
feet in diameter. It measured 350 
feet from the topmost cluster to 
a gondola slung from the bottom | 
formation. | 

In the gondola were ultra-sensi- | 
tive scientific gadgets wired to al 
small radio transmitter to send 
back to earthemeasurements of the | 
intensity of neutrons high in the 
earth’s atmosphere. 

But no one along the New Jersey 
shore knew this when the forma- | 
tion soared, a glowing pearl string, | 
into sight at about 10,000 feet over 
Asbury Park around 9:30 A. M. 
Bathers craned in awe 


Two daring Army plane crews 


| zoomed from Red Bank Airport to 
intercept the 


“saucers.”” M/Sgt. E 


G. Walters of Oxford, Pa., 


when he came down an hour later: | 


the 
as 


“When I got to 11,000 feet, 
thing was as high above me 
when I was on the ground.’ 
He, and T/Sgt. John Bostick of 
Fort Worth, Tex., who flew the 
other Army ship, had to give up 
their altitudinous quest Their 
craft could not begin to reach 
where the pearl chain was headed 
Beathes and streets of shore 
towns hummed with superstitious 
and ominous guesses al 
‘saucers’'’’ true identity. The 
range of ideas on the subject was 


| astonishing. 


speculation linked the 
pearl chain of balloons 


Most 


balloons with the 
“the Buck Rogers 
“the aluminum 

sighted over 
Alabama, 
Ind., 


were 
“balls of fire, 
ship“ and 
reported 
above 
Indianapolis, 


balloons“ 
week-end 


Asbury Park’s phenomenon was 
explained within two hours after) 
it startled bathers. The Depart- 


feet. 


said| * 


with the Navy in neutron research 
and that the balloons were part 
of their experiments 

The chain of giant pe@rls that 
awed and baffled those who saw it, 
had been released from the Prince- 
ton campus at 8:15 A. M. into a 
clear sky. Asbury Park and Ret 
Bank saw it vanish at about 20,000 
moving to the northeast 

The Princeton and Navy savants 
last heard from their balloon— 
borne radio transmitter about 
noon. They figure that the chain 
was then about 160 miles at sea 
and that it was dipping below the 
horizon where they could no longer 
hear it They believed it might 
vanish in the sea within a matter 
of minutes. They also figured that 
at the top point of its flight it 
i reached 63,000 feet 

The Naval Air Station at 
hurst, N. J., got a lot of fluttery 
telephone calis about the 
but readily identified it, 
scription, as a flying 
hat transmits weather data. 

The fiery-tailed phenomena sight- 
ed in Yakima and over the South- 
ern states may out to be 
rocket-borne radio transmitters 
that send stratospheric information 
from as high as seventv-one miles 

In Washington vesterdav the 
Navy announced it had been test- 
ing such a device at White Sands, 
N. M It is called “Aerobee” 
and attains a top speed of 2,830 
miles an hour The transmitter 
operates on FM on six basic radio 
channels and sends twenty-four 
different stratospheric measure- 
ments 

The Aerobee, 
a telemetering 


from 


turn 


the 


the Navy said, is 
instrument Sus- 


ceptible, even at almost 3,000 miles 


an hour, to 
speed, heat, 
transmutes 
waves. 

It registers such data, according 
to The Associated Press, as cosmic 
ray intensity, quality of sunlight 
above the earth's . atmosphere, 


changes in pressure, 
light—all of which it 
into radio sound 


| 
Lake- 


Saucer“ 


de- 
radio-sonde 


that | versity disclosed that it is working N 
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strength of the earth's magnetic | 


field, motor performance and flight 
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LOCALITA': POZZUOLI (NA) 


TESTIMONI: Cav. 


Perrino 


Il Roma-30.07.1948 


UN DISCO VOLANTE 
NEL-CIELO DI POZZUOLI? 


L'avoariziona è dell'allra wre 
ed il «fenomeno» osservato da 
un gruppo lunilolo «il persone, 
ha suscitato un vivo Inlertsso ed 
A plit disparati commenti cot in 
‘quelll ch9 hanno torulo più lr 
di Gen strana compart, 

‘Il primo testimone, Walaro -- 
diclamo ccal — è Salo Il cav 
Atigrlo rating. — capo-servizio 
d" cantiere eFiumecarinicos, gid 
Ansaldo. J) qual: Vallta sten a 
Pozzuoli, metre ern sullo eplat- 
zale dello stabilimoto>, ha vito 
PwartéA nel cielo, all'altezza di 
Monte Nuovo, un disco lumii 
to cha gli 4 s°mbrato asroventa- 
to. Da tomo fuota. WU disco che 
ad. occhio nudo avpiriva della 
rrancdezza della luna, Rütundo 
vocticcssmente gu- ce feen dives 
nivo di nn azzirro violaceo, J 
nta ver Vino Imtameonte la 
volta celegte. andava a perderzi 
l'ecizzonte, sul mate. : 
It, cav, Percino. rimeto Intore 
[detto imanzi allimprorvim cen, 
piesa del disco. ha avuto Uitta- 
vin n temp? di ticeldamore ln 
altrnrvonn sulla gp %%% vi- 
done di un egente di ahh che 
cra paco distante di Inl'e di al- 
cunt operal, la cul testimonianza 
ha provato cho non al è trattato 
amatth «ll um 'alHucina 213155 del 
Capo-strvizio : , 

Un eco volan’e +. dunque . - 
4 vosni!y Fil none cielo. In- 
vito da chi? Con quale destl- 
nazione? 7)? 


—— Cona eed 
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‘asked to make a flying investiga- 


Times 41-4 


FLIER DIES CHASING 
A “FLYING SAUCER’ 


Plane Explodes Over Kentucky 
as That and Near States 
Report Strange Object 


«LOUISVILLE, Ky., Jan. 8 9 
Several areas of Kentucky and ad- 
joiring states were excited today 
over reports of a “flying saucer’ | 
which led to the death of one Na-| 
tional Guard flier and fruitless| 
chases by several oth@r pilots. 


The National Guard headquar-| 


ters at Louisville said Capt. 
Thomas F. Mantell Jr., 25 years 
old, was killed late yesterday. while 
chasing what was reported as a 
“flying saucer” near Franklin, Ky. 

Two . other members of the 
Kentucky National Guard, also| 
tion of reported “flying discs“ in 
the area near Fort Knox, returned 
to their Louisville base. 

Two Hopkinsville pilots, James 
Garret and William Crenshaw, said 
they chased a flying object which 
they believed to be a balloon. 

Astronomers at Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity, Nashville, Tenn., reported 
that they saw some object in the 
sky yesterday afternoon which 
they believed to be a balloon, but 
the Weather Bureau at Nashville 
gaid it knew of no balloons in that 
vicinity. 

In Southern Ohio, meanwhile, 
@bservers reported seeing a flam- 
ing red cone near the Army Air 
Base at Wilmington. Army spokes- | 
men said they had no information | 
on the object or its origin. | 

Col. Guy F. Hix, commanding | 
officer at Godman Field, adjoining | 
Fort Knox, said he observed the 
“flying saucer” for some time. He 
said "contact was made by radio 
with three National Guard planes 
and the pilots were asked to in- 
vestigate. | 

“We lost contact in about twenty | 
minutes,” Colonel Hix said. “Two | 
of the planes later called back and 
reported no success.” : | 

Captain Mantell, an air hero, 
during the Allied invasion of Nor- 
mandy, was the third pilot. His 
mother, Mrs. Thomas F. Mantell| 
Sr., said in Louisville she was in-| 
formed that her son flew too high 
in his pursuit of the object and 
lost consciousness. 

Glenn’ Mayes, who lives near 
Franklin, said he saw the Mantell 
plane flying at an extremely high 
altitude just before it seemed to 
explode in the air. La é 

“The plane circled three times, 
lie the pilot didn't know where he 
was going,” Mr. Mayes said, “and 
then started into a dive from about 
20,000 feet. About halfway down 
there was a terrific explosion.” 


Joining states were excited today 
over reports of a “flying saucer’ | 
which led to the death of one Na-| 
tional Guard flier and fruitless 
chases by several oth@r pilots. 


ters at Louisville said Capt. 
Thomas F. Mantell Jr., 25 years 
old, was killed late yesterday while 


chasing what was reported as a 
flying saucer” near Franklin, Ky. 
Two other members of the 
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Kentucky National Guard,  alao 


asked to make a flying investiga- 
tion of reported “flying discs“ in 
the area near Fort Knox, returned 
to their Louisville base. 

Two Hopkinsville pilots, James 
Garret and William Crenshaw, said 
they chased a flying object which 
they believed to be a balloon. 

Astronomers at Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity, Nashville, Tenn., reported 
that they saw some object in the 
sky yesterday afternoon which 
they believed to be a balloon, but 


‘the Weather Bureau at Nashville 


maid it knew of no balloons in that 
vicinity. 

In Southern Ohio, meanwhile, 
@bservers reported seeing a flam- 
ing ‘red cone near the Army Air 
Base at Wilmington. Army spokes- 
men said they had no information | 
on the object or its origin. | 

Col. Guy F. Hix, commanding | 
officer at Godman Field, adjoining 
Fort Knox, said he observed the | 
“flying saucer” for some time. He 
said ‘contact was made by radio 
with three National Guard planes| 
and the pilots were asked to in-| 
vestigate. 

“We lost contact in about twenty | 
minutes,” Colonel Hix said. ‘Two | 
of the planes later called back and 
reported no success.” | 

Captain Mantell, an air hero 
during the Allied invasion of Nor- 
mandy, was the third pilot. His 
mother, Mrs. Thomas F. Mantell| 
Sr., said in Louisville she was in-| 
formed that her son flew too high 
in his pursuit of the object and 
lost consciousness. 

Glenn Mayes, who lives near | 
Franklin, said he saw the Mantell 
plane flying at an extremely high 
altitude just before it seemed to 
explode in the air. | 

“The plane circled three times, | 
like: the pilot didn’t know where he | 
was going,” Mr. Mayes said, “and 
then started into a dive from about 
20,000 feet. About. halfway down 
there was a terrifie explosion.” | 

Captain Mantell entered the| 
Army ‘Air Forces soon after his 
graduation from high school and), 
participated in the Normandy in- 
vasion and many other European 
operations during the war. 

Since leaving active duty a year 
ago, he has been associated with 
the Kentucky Air National Guard. 


Wire Strike Is Deadlocked 

Federal efforts to settle the 
week-old strike of 2,350 workers 
in four major international com- 
munications companies were at a 
standstill yesterday. Thomas G. 
Dougherty of the United States 
Mediation and Conciliation Service 
reported that no date had been set 


for resumption of conferences de- 
signed to end the tie-up. t 


Captain Mantell entered the 
Army ‘Air Forces soon after his 
graduation from — *.— —— Radar was one of the top-drawer . 
secrets of the war. However, the| 
science of Radar is taught at 
one of the many Army-operated|g 
schools. The training is yours for 
an enlistment in the new Regular Al 
Army. See the Army recruiting) I 
officer at 39 Whitehall Street. 7 
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